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| NT. SUBURBAN BEDROOMF MORNI NG

Close up on a kitty cat calendar with a all the days in
Decenmber crossed out. Decenber 13th has FINAL!! witten in in
red marker with a circle around it.

NORA KNI GHTLEY (18) with long dark hair sleeps in her desk
chair with her head on her desk. Papers clutter the desk.

MOM (Q S)
Nora! Are you up?

Nora pops her head up in shock.

NORA
Oh ny god. Ohmmygod ohnygod!

Nora junps up and quickly collects her all papers together in
a notebook. She stands up, grabs her backpack and runs out of
the room

| NT. KI TCHEN- MORNI NG
Nora's nmother CARCL (40's) sits at a kitchen table. A small

brown dog junps up on the chair next to her. Nora runs into
the kitchen and grabs a cup of coffee off the table.

CARCL
Nora you | ook awful. Did you get any
sl eep?

NORA

"1l sleep after this senester is
over. O when |I'm dead.

CARCL
Honey, sit down.

Nora sits down at the table and her nom feels her forehead.

CARCL
You' re burning up!

Nora opens her notebook and starts to study.

NORA
Mm I'mfine. | just have to get this
one section nenorized for ny
presentation today.



NCRA
| " mtaking your tenperature.

Carol wal ks to the kitchen cupboard and gets a thernoneter.
Nora studi es her papers. The dog tries to crawl into Nora's
| ap.

NORA
Lucky stop, | have to study.

She picks the dog up and puts her on the floor.

CARCL
Here, put this in your nouth.

Carol tries to put the thernoneter in Nora's nouth.

NORA
Mom |I'mfine. Stop. | just have to
study this.

CAROL

You can study with it in your nouth.

Nora reluctantly puts the thernoneter in her nouth and
conti nues studying. Mom goes to the kitchen and nakes a plate
of eggs and toast.

CAROL
You can't just study all the time. |
know school neans a |lot to you but
your health is just as inportant. You
haven't been eating or sleeping for
weeks and | think you're sick.

NORA
(talking with thernoneter in her
nout h)
Mn I'mfne, | jst hv to stdy.

CAROL
Stop talking, we need to see if you
have a tenperature.

NCRA
FN!

Nora goes back to studying. Carol puts a plate with eggs and
toast on the table. She takes the thernoneter out of Nora's
mouth and | ooks at it.



CARCL
It's one hundred and two. You're not
goi ng to school today.

NORA
Moml | have to go. This final
presentation is worth half ny grade.
There's no way | can mss it. If | get
anything less than and A | have no
chance of getting into Stanford.

CARCL
You're sick, the teacher wll
under st and.

NORA

No she won't! | feel fine, |I'm going.
CARCL

Nora, I wll talk to the teacher and

get her to reschedule it.

NORA
Please nom |'mtotally prepared,
can nail this today and it's the end
of the senmester, | can sleep all next
week!

Carol thinks about it for a noment.

CARCL
Wl |l you have to eat sonething. Eat
your breakfast and | can give you
sonmet hing for your fever. |I'm gonna
get dressed.

Carol exits. Nora continues to study and doesn't take a bite.

CAROL (O S.)
Are you eating?

NCRA
Yes nomnl

Nor a | ooks under the table.
NORA
(whi spers)

Lucky, cone here.

Lucky waddl es over to Nora who puts her plate of food under



the table. Lucky gobbles up the breakfast.

NORA
Good girl.

Nora takes the enpty plate and puts back on the table. She
cl oses her notebook and puts it in her backpack.

NORA
| " m goi ng nom

Carol runs into the kitchen.
CARCL

Are you really sure you need to go?
You are definitely sick.

NORA
| have to nom | know this stuff and I
can nail it today. | promse I'll get

sonme sl eep tonight.

Carol feels her forehead.

CARCL
Oh sweetie, | wish you would just stay
hone.
NORA
| can't, |'m going.
CARCL
Wai t .

Carol grabs her purse and pulls out a bottle of Advil.

CARCL
Did you eat all your breakfast?

NORA
Yes.

Nora gestures to her enpty plate on the table.

CARCL
Ckay, take two of these before your
presentation. It should bring your
fever down and then you're staying in
bed all weekend, you hear ne?

Nora takes the bottle of Advil.



NORA
Yes nom

Carol gives Nora a hug.

CARCL
You have to take better care of
yoursel f. There's no point in getting
into college if you don't know how to
rest. Just take it easy, drink |ots of
wat er today and good luck. | |ove you.

NORA
Love you too nom

Nora goes out the front door.
EXT. H GH SCHOOL TRACK- MORNI NG

LANEY M NTZ (18) with short blonde hair in P.E clothes
enters the gym

LANEY
Nor a?

Nora, also wearing P.E. clothes, turns around | ooking very
tired and di shevel ed.

NORA
Hi .
LANEY
You | ook dead. And your shirt is on
backwar ds.
NORA
| feel dead. | feel beyond dead. |

t hi nk 1" m deconposi ng.

The P.E. teacher COACH STEVENSON (30's) enters the room and
bl ows his whistle Ioudly, making the girls and ot her students
flinch.

COACH STEVENSON
AllTlTTTIrighty class! Let's begin our
war mups in preparation for Mndays
Fitness Final which |I know you're al
| ooking forward to.

The entire class groans.



COACH STEVENSON
Thats the spirit. | want high energy,
25 junping jacks stat!

He blows his whistle |loudly as the students begi n doing
j unpi ng j acks.

NORA
(whil e junping)
As if this day couldn't get any worse.
| don't think |I'mgoing to survive
t his.

LANEY
(sarcastically)
Come on Nora! Gymis fun fun funnnn

Nora groans and junps weakly, sweat building on her forehead.

NORA
(tiredly)
| can't believe we have to do gym
Senior year. It's absurd.

LANEY
Well, we really wanted to do French
and art Freshman year so, |ooks |ike
we deserve it.

NORA
(munbl i ng)
Stupi d Freshman year Nor a.

COACH STEVENSON
(bl ows whistle | oudly)
Very good class. Now tinme for sit-ups.
Pick a partner and begin, | want 15
sets each

He bl ows his whistle again |ouder. Laney begins doing sit-ups
while Nora sits holding her feet.

NORA
Sonmeone needs to take that damm
whi stl e away from him

LANEY
Sooo00, did you hear about the
basket bal | game?



NORA
No. What about it?

They switch places and Nora does sit ups.

LANEY
A bunch of kids deflated the tires on
the travel bus for the senior prank so
t he ganes cancel | ed.

NCRA
That's hilarious. Beats |ast years
prank by a mle. Wio knew Principa
McKi Il an | oved sauer kraut so nuch?

LANEY
You do know what that neans, right?
NCRA
No. . . what ?
LANEY
(whi spering)

Carter Brisk is gonna be there during
your presentation.

Laney wi nks and giggles as Nora's face drops in horror.

NORA
(fearfully)
VWHAT.
LANEY
Ohit'll be fine. You' ve had a crush
on himfor ages, don't you know how to
act around himyet? Besides you'll be

too focused on your presentation to
notice him

NORA
Are you kidding?! He's all "Il
notice! What am| gonna do? | | ook
i ke Wnona Ryder in Heathers. After
t he bonb.

LANEY

It's not that bad, Nor. But you could
gl aze a donut on that forehead. |'l|
hel p you out a bit in the | ocker room
after cl ass.



NORA
(gesturing to herself)
Laney, | don't think lip snmackers and

a bobby pin are going to fix this.

LANEY
You don't know what |'m capabl e of.

I NT. G RLS LOCKER ROCOM MORNI NG

Nora has changed out of her gymclothes and sits on a bench
whi | e Laney rummages through her |ocker for makeup and
suppl i es.

LANEY
(head in | ocker)
Chhoho Nora-pie this is gonna be
great!

NORA
Shoul d | be nervous?

LANEY
No! Well, maybe. Not really!

Nora wi pes perspiration off of her forehead and cheeks,
groani ng sickly. Laney pops out of the |ocker, eyelash curler
in one hand, and a bag of m sc. goods in another

LANEY
Get ready.

Nora takes a deep breath and signs a cross.

LANEY
Comrence sick day nmakeover

Laney begins to makeover Nora, pinning her hair up and
putting various products on her face. Nora pulls a stack of
not ecards out of her pants pocket, and starts shuffling them
into order nervously.

NORA
Let nme at | east read over these while
you' re destroying ny face.

LANEY
Destroyi ng? How rude. On a real note
t hough, your face is |ike 1000
degr ees.



NORA
(whi | e readi ng)
102 degrees to be exact.

LANEY
102?! Grl, why are you here?!

NORA
Hel 1 0?? My final presentation in Bio
is today, its worth 50% of ny grade?
Do you not see how inportant that is?

LANEY
| know, | know. But you need to take
care of yourself every once in a blue
noon. | mean, when was the last tine

you went to bed before 1:30. And in
your actual bed, falling asleep
hunched over your papers does not

count .
NORA

Hmm 1'd say Thanksgi vi ng?
LANEY

Ha ha very funny. |I'mactually

concerned for you though.

NORA
You sound |ike ny nother.

LANEY
Carol's got a point.

NORA
I'"'mfine. | just need to get through
today. And don't call her Carol

Laney sprays perfunme on Nora's hair and cl othes, and turns
her around to face the mrror.

NORA
(coughi ng and gaspi ng for breath)
Ceez woman!

LANEY
Aaaaaand done! Laney M ntz's nmagica
makeover has cone to an end. That'|l
be $75, we take cash or card.



10.

NORA
Very funny.

Nora | ooks at her reflection and is surprised.

NORA
Ww, how d you nmake ne | ook |ike I
sl eep 12 hours a night and drink pure
celery juice for every neal

LANEY
It's this new concealer | got the
ot her day, its gl ow enhanci ng.

NORA
(touchi ng face)
|"mpractically dripping though, I
don't think I could gl ow nuch nore.

Nora reaches into her pocket and holds four green pills. She
downs them qui ckly and drinks water from her water bottle in
her backpack.

LANEY
VWhat were those?

NORA
Just some Advil for ny fever.

LANEY
Oh okay, you ate though right? Those
can nmake you super nauseous.

NORA
Yeah, I'Il be fine.

A loud bell sounds signaling the period is over.

NORA
Well, time to face the nmusic | guess.

LANEY
You got this! You' ve been studying for
weeks, there's no way you won't ace
it!

NORA
(munbl i ng)
As long as | don't drop dead.
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LANEY
VWhat was t hat?

NORA
(cheerfully)
Not hi ng!

| NT. BI OLOGY CLASSROOM DAY
Nora and Laney enter the classroom Nora bunps into a nodel

Skel eton wearing a | ab coat and gl asses. Laney catches her
and yanks her upright.

LANEY
Nora careful! You alnost killed Dr.
Pel vi s.

NORA
Sorry, | just got dizzy. And he's

al ready dead.

The girls walk to their desks in the front row and set their
backpacks down. Sitting in the center of the front rowis
CARTER BRI SK (18) with curly brown hair and gl asses. Nora
gasps as she sees himtwo seats away.

NORA
(sotto)
Do you see who is sitting there?!

LANEY
(sotto)
Yeah yeah | see him Guess he wanted
to sit extra close to see you today.

Laney giggles as Nora holds her head in her hands groaning
w th anxiety.

LANEY
(sotto)
Ch cone on Nor you'll be great! Just
focus on his Tinothee Chal anet
cheekbones when you're presenting!

NORA
(sotto)
"' mgoing to die.

As if on cue, Nora's stomach releases a |oud and angry
grunbl e.
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LANEY
(hol di ng back a | augh)
What . . . was t hat!

NORA
(sotto)
Shut upShut upShut up. My stomach is
fighting back.

LANEY
(sotto)
Get it together!

Laney sits up straight as their biology teacher PROFESSOR
MEYERS (40s) enters the room heels clicking loudly on the
floor.

PROF. MEYERS
Okay class, let's get started. Qur
first presenter is Mss Knightley.

NORA
Ch god.

LANEY
You' re gonna smash this. Go get 'em

Laney slowy gets up fromher seat and wobbl es for a nonent.
She steady's herself and wal ks to the front of the class. She
stands in front of a podium and takes out her note cards.

NORA
Hello all. My final presentation is on
t he negative effects of sleep
deprivation. Let's begin

Nora | ooks around the room and | ocks eyes with Carter. He
smles at her. She quickly | ooks over to Laney who gives her
two big thunmbs up. Beads of sweat drip down her forehead.
Nora cl ears her throat

NORA
Ahem Sl eep deprivation has many
negati ve effects such as dizziness..
Nora gets a little dizzy as she | ooks over to the teacher.

NORA
Anxi ety. ..

She nervously funbles with her cards, drops one and then
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picks it up off the floor.

NORA
Hal | uci nati ons. .

W nd chinmes can be heard blowing in the wind. Nora | ooks
ar ound.

NORA
Did you guys hear that?

She | ooks over to the teacher.

PROF. NMEYERS
Pl ease conti nue Nor a.

NORA
All of these can |lead to an unstable
and dangerous condition that when not
treated can lead to...

Nora's stomach grow s.

NORA
Can lead to...

Nor a wobbl es and hol ds her stomach with her hand.

NORA
Can lead to...

Nora | eans back and then thrusts forward.

NORA
Extrene. .. nauseaaaaaa.

She throws up all over the floor and proceeds to faint.
CUT TO BLACK
| NT. NURSES OFFI CE- DAY

Nora is laying on a cot in the nurses office, Laney and the
school NURSE (30s) are standing above her.

LANEY
(to nurse)

Hey | ook, | think she's waking up.

NURSE
Ah Nora, nice to see you. How are you



feel i ng?
Nora rolls over and gl ares at Laney.

NCRA

(groggy) _
| told you | was gonna die

LANEY
Ch cone on you did not die. Wll...
ki nda t hought you did.

NORA
Was it awful ?

LANEY
No. . . !

NURSE

' m gonna get you sone water and
crackers, honey. Be right back.

Nurse exits.

NCRA
Laney, be for real.

LANEY
It definitely wasn't your finest
nmoment . . .

NORA

| just bonbed my Biology final. Wich
means |'mgoing to get a Cin the

cl ass, which neans |'m never going to
get into Stanford!

Nora grabs the sheet off of the cot and hides under it.

NORA
(rmuf fl ed)
My future is ruined!
LANEY
Nora, it's going to be okay. Your
future is not ruined, | prom se!

Nora sits up and renoves the sheet from over her head.

NORA
Not only is ny career ruined, but I

14.
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al so managed to destroy any chance |
had with Carter. And ny chances were
slimto none to begin wth!

The nurse re-enters the roomwith a small cup of water and a
sl eeve of crackers.

NURSE
Her e, eat these.

The nurse hands the food and cup to Nora.

NURSE
(to Laney)
| think its time for you to head back
to class. And Nora, your nom shoul d be
here any mnute to cone get you

NORA
Thank you.

Nur se exits.

LANEY
You' re gonna be fine Nora, | swear. By
the tinme you' re back on Monday
everyone wi Il be tal king about
sonmet hing conpletely different.

NORA
| don't believe you.

LANEY
Li sten. Renenber that tine | was
| aughi ng so hard at |unch that
chocolate m | k canme shooting out ny
nose?

NORA
Ahhh, how could | forget chocol ate
m | k-gate of 2015..

LANEY
| spent the entire weekend crying over
the death of ny second grade
reputation. | thought no one would
| ook at ne the sane again.

NORA
| was there. W watched every epi sode
of Powerpuff Grls and ate a whole tub



of mnt chocol ate ice creamin your

bedr oom

LANEY
@Quess what.

NORA
VWhat ?

LANEY

By the tinme | got to school on Mnday,
all anyone could tal k about was how
Claire Janes started wearing a Justice
sports bra. Cone to think of it how
did she grow boobs at 8 years old...

NORA
Huh...that still perplexes ne...

LANEY
Anyway! Point of this story is I
t hought ny life was over too, but it
really wasn't.

NORA
But Laney, this is my college future
we are tal king about. Stanford! A bit
di fferent than snorting chocol ate

m | k.

LANEY
|"mjust saying, It'Il all blow over.
| prom se.

The girls hug, and | ock pinkies as a prom se. Laney then
begins to wal k towards the door.

NCRA
Hey Laney?

LANEY
Yeah?

NORA
Thanks for saving ny life. You' re the
gr eat est.

LANEY
You got it, call nme when you're
feeling better.



17.

Laney waves and exits the nurses office. Nora groans and | ays
back on the cot, pulling the sheet back over her face.

Nora's nom Carol, enters the nurses office and sits down on
t he cot besi de Nor a.

CARCL
Nor a?

Nora pulls the sheet down slightly.

NORA
Mom . .

CAROL
What happened, honey?

NORA
(sadly)
| totally and utterly hum i ated
nysel f on the nost pivotal day of ny
whol e academ c career.

CARCL
That's debatable, |"'msure it's not as
bad as you t hink.

NORA
Mom it was awful. Totally awful.
CARCL
|"mso sorry, sweetie. Conme on, let's
get you hone. | think it's tinme you

finally got some rest, huh?
Carol helps Nora up and they exit the nurses office.
DI SSOLVE TGO
| NT. SUBURBAN LI VI NG ROOM DAY

Nora is asleep on the couch. Her nom cones over and checks
her forehead. Nora slowy opens her eyes.

CARCOL
How re you feeling sweetie?

NCRA
How | ong was | out?
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CARCL
A few hours. You needed it.
NORA
Ugh, | had the worst dream .. oh wait

amnute, it wasn't a dreamn

CARCL
Oh honey, it's gonna be okay. You feel
alittle cooler.

Nora starts to cry.

NORA
(crying)
My life...is over. Al ny hard work,
all that studying and stress for
not hi ng! What am | gonna do now?

Just as Nora is crying into the pillows, a knock at the door
i s heard.

CARCL
| wonder who that could be?

Carol wal ks over to the front door and opens it. Carter
stands in the doorway, a stack of note cards in one hand and
a thernmos of soup in the other.

CARTER
H Ms. Knightely, is Nora home?

CARCOL
Oh yes she is! One nonent, sweetie.

Carol wal ks over to the couch and pats Nora on the back to
gain her attention.

CARCL
Honey, Carter Brisk is here to see
you. Go say hello.

NORA
What! Why is he here? Ch God how do |
| ook?

Nora w pes her eyes and flattens her hair.

CARCL
You | ook beautiful sweetie.
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Nora takes a deep breath and wal ks over to the doorway where
Carter is standing.

NORA
H Carter...Wat are you doi ng here?

CARTER
Well, | could tell you weren't feeling
great today so | brought you sone
soup! | hope you like chicken
noodl e. ..

Carter hands the thernos of soup to Nora who is standing
frozen in shock.

NORA
T- Thank you. You cane all the way to
my house to bring nme soup?

CARTER
Oh!

Carter hands Nora the stack of note cards he was hol di ng.

CARTER
| al so gathered up your note cards
after Laney took you to the nurse's
office. | read over your presentation
and it is really great! | could tel
you put a lot of effort into it. I
showed Professor Meyers too and she
agreed with me. She even said she'd be
willing to give a chance to bring your
grade up with sone extra credit too!
That's sorta why |'m hear, you
know...to tell you that. And to see
how you' re doi ng.

NORA
Are you serious?! That's anmazi ng!
Carter, thank you so much

Nora junps happily and hugs Carter.
CARTER
(stuttering)
Y-you're very wel cone Nor a.

They pull away, both blushing and smling nervously at the
ot her.



NCRA

So...you aren't afraid to be around ne

after today and the whole...vomting
t hing. ..

CARTER
Not at all. Trust ne, |'ve seen

Principal MKillan eat copious anmounts

of sauerkraut. Miuch, Mich worse.
They both giggle.

NORA
Oh ny god, thats awful! How do you
| ook at himthe sanme?

CARTER
(shivering)
Trust me, | don't!

NCORA

Thanks for com ng over, Carter. |I'm..

really happy you did.

CARTER
...You are?

NORA
Totally, you are |ike the cool est.

CARTER
Me? The cool est? Nah, that's all you.

Carter playfully pushes Nora's shoul der.

NORA
Careful buddy, | may puke at any
nonent .

CARTER
I"'mw lling to take the risk.

Nora bl ushes at Carters words and sm|es shyly.

20.

Carter checks

the tinme on his watch and sees he has to | eave for practi ce.

CARTER
VWll, it was really nice to talk to
you Nora. Unfortunately, | gotta run

Y' know basket bal | .



21.

NORA
| thought your gane was cancel | ed?

CARTER
Coach is making us practice anyway.

NORA
Ball is life right?

Nora cringes at her own words.

NORA
God, why did | say that. Ignore ne I'm
not in ny right m nd.

CARTER
No you were right, ball is life.

The two teenagers smle at each other. Carter backs up out of
t he doorway, beginning to | eave.

CARTER
"Il see you Monday, Nora. Take care
of yourself, okay? Maybe we can hang
out sone tine.

NORA
Alright I will. Bye Carter!

Nora waves goodbye, a huge smle plastered on her face. She
enters the house and shuts the door behind her, |aying back
on the door while hugging the thernos of soup.

CARCL
What ? Your day end up being that good?

NORA
Best day ever. Kind of.

A wave of dizziness then hits Nora. She shuffles over to the
couch and snuggl es under the bl ankets. She then grabs her
cel | phone and di al s Laney's nunber.

LANEY (O. S)
Hel | 0?

NORA
(i nto phone)
You will not believe what just
happened.



LANEY (Q. 9)
You won the lottery?
NORA
(i nto phone)
Better.
LANEY (O 9)

Justin Bieber serenaded you when you
got home?

NORA
(into phone)
Better!
LANEY (O 9)

You won the Disney Channel Ni ckel odeon
Punta Cana resort raffle sweepstakes
featuring the SpongeBob SquarePants
suite and paddl e boardi ng | essons?

NORA
(i nto phone)
Vell...not that good.

LANEY (O. S)
Not hing will ever be that good...

NORA
(i nto phone)
Anmen.

LANEY (O 9)
Wi t, what happened?

NCRA

(into phone)
Prepare yoursel f!

THE END

22.

CUT TO BLACK:
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